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Improvements in 

I, Walt^ Ronai^ Armstrong, of British 
Natioi^li^of The Bungalow, ShaUoch Park, 
Girvan, Ayrshire, do hereby declare the in- 
vention, for which I pray ^at at patent may 
5 granted to me, Md the method by which 
it is to be perfortned, to be particularly de- 
T scribed in- and by the following statement : — 

The subject of this invention is a travelling 

tug. 

10 A. travelling rug according to the invention 

comprises, two face portions joined to_ one 
another along at least two longitudinal lines 
of juncture intennediate the longitudinal 
edges of the rug to form several; side by side 
15 compaijtaients, one face portion- being fpnned 
wij^ a slot near one .-end of the rug, a pocket 
■ .tesated; between the ^ace^ portipijs and fast- 
ened to the edge portions of the sloU whereby 
the sjpt provides entry to- ^e: pocket, and 
20 fastening means operable tO: connect tem- 
PPi^rily. to one another the edge portions of 
the-slpt , . " — - 

The slpti may/ be, formed in. the section of 
the appropriate face portion between the 
25 longitudinal lines of juncture of the face porr. 
tions; QTi may be formed in. the se<ition7ofitilip^^ 
appropriate face portion between a lon^tu-. 
dinal edge of the face portion and till®: ad-, 
jacent line of juncture of the face portions. 

30 The slot may be parallel with, or at right 
angles to the lines of juncture of the face por- 
tions. * . 

The body of the rug may be woven in one 
piece, opposite face portions being connected 
35 to one another in the process of weaving. 
Alternatively, two separate sheets may be 
fastened together by sewing or otherwise at 
the appropriate places. 

The separable edge portions of the p>ocket 
40 may carry the stringers of a sliding clasp 
fastener. 

The pocket may be of a different material 
to the rug. The material may be waterproof 
material. 

45 A practical embodiment of the invention 
is illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
in which Fig. 1 is a plan view of a rug when 
opened out. and Fig. 2 is a section through 
the line 2—2 in Fig. 1. 

In Ae drawings, 1 and 2 denote faice por- 
tions joined along longitudinal lines of junc-. 
[Price 2/8] 
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ture 3. 4 denotes a slot formed, in one of the 
side compartments, the edges of the slot 
carrying stringers 5 of a sliding clasp fast- 
ener. 6 denotes a pocket located within the 55 
side compartment, the edge portions of a 
slot providing enti^r to the .pocke.t b.Qing 
fastened tp the edge portions of the slot 4 in 
the side compartment 

in practice, the rug may be stojied, or may go 
be used as a cushion by first folding the rug ‘ 
longitudinally along the lines of juncture 3, 
folding long narrow portion thus fprme.d 
over. on. itself a number of. times until the rug 
is folded into a., small space, then inserting 65 
the folded rog into the pocket 6, by the pror 
cess, of turnjng. the pocket inside out over the 
folded rug, the edge portions of the pocket 
being thereupon, closed by operating the 
fartefier. The rug is., now. in the form of a 70 
cushion. 

\Vhat, I claim, is : — 

X.. A trayelling. rug comprising^ two. £ac.e 
portions j.oined to one anp^er along least 
two.- lon^udinaj, lines, of :junctiire inter- 75 
medi.ate. fhe/longjtudinal edges of the rug to 
fpi^nJ seyerajj side, by side compartments, one 
face portion being fprmed with; a slot? near 
one end' of the rug, a pocket located between 
the face portions and fastened to the edge 80 
portions of the slot, whereby the slot pro- 
vides entry to the pocket, and fastening 
means operable to connect temporarily to 
one another the edge portions of the slot 

2. A travelling rug as claimed in Claim 1 35 
in which the slot is formed in a section of the 
appropriate face portion between the longi- 
tudinal lines of juncture of the face portions. 

3. A travelling rug as claimed in Claim 1 

in which the slot is formed in that section, of 90 
the appropriate face portion between a longi- 
tudinal edge of the face portion and the ad- 
jacent line of juncture of the face portion. 

4. A travelling rug as claimed in Cl aim . 1 

in which the slot is parallel to the lines of 95 
jimcture of the face portions. 

5. A travelling rug as claimed in Claim 1 
in which the slot is at right angles to the 
lines of juncture of the face portions. 

6. A travelling rug as claimed in Claim 1 JOO 
in which the body of the rug is woven in one 
piece, opposite face portions being connected 
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to one another in the process of weaving. 

7. A travelling rug as claimed in Qaim 1 
in which the fastening means is a sliding 
dasp fastener. 

5 8. A travelling rug as claimed in Claim 1 

in which the pocket is of waterproof 
material. 



2 

9. A travelling rug substantially as de- 
scribed with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 10 

CRUIKSHANK & FAIRWEATHER, 
Chartered Patent Agents, 

29, St. Vincent Place, Glasgow, C. 1, 

Agents for the Applicants. 



PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION 



Improvements in Travelling Rugs 



I, Walter Ronald Armstrong, of British 
Nationality, of The Btmgalow, Shalloch Park, 
Girvan, Ayrshire, do hereby declare this in- 
vention to be described in the following 
15 statement: — 

The subject of this invention is a travelling 
rug. 

A travelling rug according to the invention 
comprises two face portions joined to one 
20 another along two longitudind lines of jtmc- 
ture intermediate the longitudinal edges of 
the rug to form a middle compartment 
flanked by two side compartments, one face 
portion being formed with a slot extending 
25 between the longitudinal lines of juncture, at 
right angles thereto, and near one end of the 
rug, a pocket located within the middle com- 
partment and fastened to the edge portions 
of the slot, whereby the slot provides entry 
30 to the pocket, and fastening means operable 
to connect temporarily to one another title 
edge portions of the slot 
The rug may be woven in one piece, 
opposite face portions being connected to one 
35 another in the process of weaving. Alter- 
natively, two separate sheets may be fastened 



toother by sewing or otherwise at the appro- 
priate places. 

The separable edge portions of the pocket 
may carry the stringers of a diding clasp 40 
fastener. 

The pocket may be of a different material 
to the mg. The material may be waterproof 
material. 

In practice, the rug may be stored, or may 45 
be used as a cushion by first folding the rug 
longitudinally along the lines where the two 
face portions of the mg are joined together, 
folding the long narrow portion thus formed 
over on itself a number of times until the mg 50 
is folded into a small space, then inserting the 
folded mg into the pocket by the process of 
turning the pocket inside out, the edge por- 
tions of the container being thereui>on fast- 
ened together. The mg is now in the form 55 
of a cushion. 

CRUIKSHANK & FAIRWEATHER, 
Chartered Patent Agents, 

29. St Vincent Place, Glasgow, Cl, and 
29, Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2, 
Agents for the Applicant 
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(54) Sleeping means 



(57) The invention relates to a sleeping means 
which can be moved between the storage and in-use 
conditions. The sleeping means typically comprise a de- 
formable mattress which is inflatable and which can be 
located within an envelope formed of sheet material 
and, attached to the envelope Is a cover portion which, 



with the sheet material of the envelope defines a sleep- 
ing area into which a person can move. The cover por- 
tion can be permanently attached to the envelope but 
further edges of the same can be selectively attached 
using zips or other fastening means. An additional por- 
tion of sheet material can be provided which can be se- 
lectively used to act as a storage pocket. 
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(54) Sleeping means 



(5^) invention relates to a sleeping means 

which can be moved between the storage and in-use 
conditions. The sleeping means typically comprise a de- 
formable mattress which Is inflatable and which can be 
located within an envelope formed of sheet material 
and, attached to the envelope is a cover portion which, 



with the sheet material of the envelope defines a sleep- 
ing area into which a person can move. The cover por- 
tion can be permanently attached to the envelope but 
further edges of the same can be selectively attached 
using zips or other fastening means. An additional por- 
tion of sheet material can be provided which can be se- 
lectively used to act as a storage pocket. 
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Description > within the sleeping area and a second position to allow 

the person to get into or out of the sleeping area of the 



[0001] The invention of this application relates to 
sleeping means for use in providing a comfortable, port- 
able, sleeping location for a person. In particular, al- 
though not necessarily exclusively, the apparatus can 
be used in camping, or in other locations where a person 
may temporarily wish to sleep, perhaps if they are visit- 
ing other persons who do not have sufficient beds for 
use by them or for use by a child who is sleeping over 
at a friend's house, it should therefore be appreciated 
that the sleeping means can be used in many different 
environments and can be adopted to different designs 
to suit the particular environment 
[0002] For temporary sleeping accommodation, the 
use of sleeping bags, which typically comprise an enve- 
lope of material which has free ends along one side 
which can be zipped or otherwise joined together to al- 
low the person to move into and get out of the envelope, 
is well known. When the envelope is zipped the person 
is kept warm. A problem with the sleeping bag however 
is that while the same may provide the warmth required 
by the user, if the user is lying on a floor, or an uneven 
surface, they can be relatively uncomfortable due to the 
relative hardness and/or unevenness of the surface, 
[0003] It is also known for people to sleep on an in- 
flatable mattress, with bedding placed on top of the mat- 
tress such as sheets, duvets and the like. This can pro- 
vide added comfort but what typically happens during 
use is that the bedding moves with respect to the inflat- 
able mattress and this can allow the person to come into 
direct contact with the plastic mattress material which 
can be uncomfortable and/or unpleasant for the person, 
often causing them to wake up. Alternatively, the person 
can slip off the mattress during sleep. This is a particular 
problem with children and can make the same unattrac- 
tive to the child. 

[0004] The aim of the present invention is to provide 
a sleeping means which allows comfort and warmth to 
be obtained for the person using the same and for the 
same to be maintained throughout the night as the per- 
son sleeps. It is a further aim to allow the sleeping 
means to be portable and easily stored when not in use. 
It is a yet further aim to provide added utility to the sleep- 
ing means such that other facilities can be provided to 
the user hence adapting the sleeping means to suit par- 
ticular requirements and uses such as for example, chil- 
dren's sleepover parties, outdoor camping and the like. 
[0005] In a first aspect of the invention there is provid- 
ed sleeping means comprising a sheet material enve- 
lope having an opening into a cavity defined therein for 
the reception of, and substantial enclosure therein, of a 
deformable mattress characterised in that the sleeping 
means further includes a cover section which, in con- 
junction with the top surface of the envelope, defines a 
sleeping area in which a person can lie and be support- 
ed by the mattress and the cover portion is movable be- 
tween a first position to substantially enclose the person 



sleeping means. 

[0006] Typically therefore, the sleeping means has an 
5 opening transversely to the length of the sleeping 
means into a cavity defined by the sheet material enve- 
lope for the reception and substantial enclosure therein 
of the mattress which is typically an inflatable mattress. 
The mattress is typically inserted into the cavity in a de- 
10 flated condition whereupon, the same can then be in- 
flated as required for use. 

[0007] In a preferred embodiment, at least one edge 
of the cover portion is integrally attached to the sheet 
material which defines the cavity for the mattress. Typ- 
15 ically afurther portion of the cover is selectively engage- 
able with the sheet material envelope by any of stud fas- 
tenings, loop and hook fastenings, zips or other suitable 
releasable fastening means so as to allow the cover to 
be retained in the first position. 

20 [0008] In a preferred embodiment the deformable 

mattress is an inflatable mattress. 

[0009] Typically when the cover portion is placed over 
the person in the sleeping area and the potion of the 
same is selectively engaged in the fist position, only one 
25 edge remains free from the sheet material envelope said 
edge being that most closely located to the head end of 
the sleeping means. 

[0010] In one embodiment, the sleeping means in- 
cludes a pillow receiving section which can receive ei- 
30 ther a pillow which is separate to the mattress or, pref- 
erably, a pillow which is formed by a formed part of the 
inflatable mattress. 

[0011] In one embodiment, when the sleeping means 
is not in use, the separate pillow can be removed from 
35 the pillow receiving section or the mattress can be de- 
flated so as not to fill the pillow receiving section, and 
said pillow receiving section vacate the is used as a stor- 
age means such that the mattress and the remaining 
sheet material are moved, typically by rolling up the 
40 same, and placed into the pillow receiving section where 
it is material for storage. In one embodiment the pillow 
receiving section can be shaped so as to depict a well 
known character, or animal or other shape. Preferably 
said character, animal or shape, or material linked to the 
45 same, is also depicted at another location on the sleep- 
ing means, typically on the cover portion. This embodi- 
ment is particularly attractive to the sleeping means for 
use by children when cartoon or other well known chil- 
dren's characters can be depicted. 

50 [001 2] In one embodiment, the cover portion includes 

filling and/o insulating material to add warmth. For ex- 
ample the cover can be provided in the form of a duvet 
or other warmth giving configuration so as to improve 
the warmth and comfort to the person in the sleeping 
55 area. 

[0013] The fabric used for the sheet material can be 
any suitable fabric of a type for a person sleeping. 
[0014] In afurtherembodimentof the invention an ad- 
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ditional portion of sheet material is provided, said portion 
typically having at least one edge permanently fixed to 
the sleeping means and some of the remaining parts 
selectively engageable with the sheet material. Said ad- 
ditional portion when selectively engaged, forms a stor- 5 
age pocket into which the remainder of the sleeping 
means comprising the sheet material and mattress can 
be inserted and stored. In one preferred embodiment 
the additional potion is attached to the underside of the 
sleeping means such that when the sleeping means is io 
In use it is not normally viewable. Preferably the surface 
of the additional portion which faces the sheet material 
of the sleeping means when the sleeping means is in 
use becomes an outer surface of the sleeping means 
when moved to a storage condition. Preferably said sur- is 
face includes an image applied thereto. 

[0015] Preferably handles are provided such that 
when the sleeping means is stored, the same can be 
transported. 

[0016] Typically the said additional portion is selec- 20 
tively engaged to the sheet material via a zip fastener. 
Typically the additional portion is selectively engaged 
once the sheet material and mattress has been moved 
to the storage position. 

[0017] In a further embodiment of the invention an in- 25 
flatable surround is provided around part or ail of the 
sheet material so as to prevent the person sleeping in 
the same moving or falling off the inflatable mattress 
and/or to allow further facilities to be provided such as 
cup holders, book holders, and the like. 

[0018] In a yet further embodiment of the invention the 
sleeping means includes an enclosure structure which 
covers a portion of the sleeping means. 

[0019] The enclosure typically incorporates a frame 
over which sheet material can be placed and acts to sup- 
port and form the enclosure. In one embodiment the en- 
closure is used as an insect shield to minimise interfer- 
ence from those insects in the environment where the 
steeping means is being used. 

[0020] In one embodiment the frame is formed of a 
series of inflatable members which can be integral with 
or separate to the inflatable mattress. 

[0021] In a further embodiment the frame is formed of 
a resilient member or members which are biased to an 
erected condition so as to allow the same to move be- 
tween a coiled, storage condition and an extended 
erected condition, 

[0022] Preferably the resilient member(s) moves to 
the extended position automatically upon release and 
remains in that position until physically coiled, 

[0023] In a preferred embodiment the inflatable mat- 
tress is wholly inflated and deflated via a single valve 
inlet/outlet. Typically the valve has a diameter of more 
than 15mm to ensure rapid inflation or deflation of the 
Inflatable mattress. 

[0024] A specific embodiment of the invention Is now 
described with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, wherein:- 



Figure 1 illustrates a perspective view of the sleep- 
ing means in use in accordance with the invention; 

Figures 2 A and 2B illustrate sectional end views of 
the sleeping apparatus in second and first condi- 
tions respectively, in one embodiment; 

Figure 3 illustrates a sleeping means according to 
one embodiment of the invention in plan; 

Figures 4A and B illustrates sectional views of the 
sleeping means of Figure 3 along lines A-A and B-B 
respectively; 

Figure 5 illustrates a further embodiment of the 
sleeping means; 

Figures 6 illustrates an embodiment of the sleeping 
means in one embodiment of a storage condition; 

Figure 7 illustrates the sleeping means of Figure 6 
in an in-use condition; 

Figures 8A-E illustrate the movement of a sleeping 
means in accordance with the invention between in 
use and storage conditions in a further embodi- 
ment; 

Figure 9 illustrates a sleeping means with enclosure 
in accordance with a further embodiment of the in- 
vention. 

[0025] Referring firstly to Figures 1 , 2A and B there is 
illustrated a sleeping means in accordance with a first 
35 embodiment of the invention, said apparatus comprising 
sheet material 2 which forms an envelope with a cavity 
4 and a cover portion 6. The cavity 4 is used to receive 
an inflatable mattress 8 therein as indicated by broken 
lines, which extends the length of the cavity and hence 
40 the sleeping means. 

[0026] The cover portion 6 is attached at one edge 1 0 
to the sheet material envelope and together with the top 
sheet 11 of the envelope 4 defines a sleeping area 5. 
The free end 1 6 of the cover portion can be moved as 
45 indicated by arrow 1 2 once a person 1 4 is in the sleeping 
area so as to cover themselves as shown. The free edge 
16 of the cover can be selectively attached to the edge 
18 of the cavity sheet material as shown, In Figure 2B 
by zip, hook and loop fastening or other fastening 
50 means. The foot end edge 20 of the cover portion may 
also be attached to the bottom edge 21 of the cavity 
sheet material 4 thus enclosing the person 14 in the 
sleeping means with the exception of the aperture 25 at 
the head end of the sleeping means. 

55 [0027] A pillow portion 22 Is provided over which the 
cover 6 does not pass and this portion 22 is formed so 
as to be higher than the remainder of the mattress to 
allow the insertion of a pillow or alternatively and pref- 
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erably, to allow the expansion of the inflatable mattress 
to form a higher pillow portion 27. 

[0028] Figures 2A and 2B illustrate a cross section 
along line A-A of Figure 1 and show the sleeping means 
with the cover portion in a first, closed, condition in Fig- 
ure 2B and a second, open, condition in Figure 2A. In 
Figure 2A there Is shown the cavity 4 with the inflatable 
mattress 8 in an inflated condition. In this case, the cover 
6 is shown in an open position as the person has not yet 
entered the sleeping area and the cover portion is at- 
tached to the sheet material envelope along the edge 
10 . 

[0029] Figure 2B illustrates the same sleeping means 
but in this case, the cover portion 6 is in the closed po- 
sition to enclose a person who wishes to go to sleep in 
the sleeping area with the cover portion placed over the 
person to keep the person warm. It is envisaged that It 
will be particularly preferable for the cover portion 6 to 
be formed to include or receive some form of warmth 
giving material so that the cover 6 is effectively a duvet, 
quilt or the like. In many instances, It may be preferred 
for all of the sheet material to be provided with pockets 
to receive warmth giving materials such as feathers etc 
to be selectively placed therein and thereby allow the 
sleeping means to be adapted for use in different envi- 
ronmental conditions and/or to suit persona! preferenc- 
es. Furthermore the layer of material 11 between the 
mattress and the person in the sleeping area can be 
padded to make the sleeping in the same more comfort- 
able. 

[0030] A further embodiment of the sleeping means 
is illustrated with respect to Figures 3, 4A and B, using 
the same reference numbers. In this embodiment the 
mattress 8 is shown in an inflated condition and includes 
the pillow portion 27 which fills the pillow receiving pock- 
et 22 of the sheet material to form a pillow for the use 
of the sleeping means. 

[0031] Thus, in use, the mattress is provided in a de- 
flated condition whereupon the same is inserted into the 
cavity through an opening 29 and moved along the 
length of the cavity. Although the mattress can then be 
removed in a deflated state for washing and the like, it 
is envisaged that the mattress will normally remain in 
the cavity, moving between deflated and inflated condi- 
tions as required. In an alternative embodiment, not 
shown, the inflatable mattress may in fact be provided 
integrally within the envelope so that the same does not 
need to be inserted into the envelope. 

[0032] In whichever embodiment, a single valve inlet/ 
outlet 24 provided for the Inflation and deflation of the 
mattress 8. In the embodiments shown the valve is pro- 
vided at the head end adjacent the pillow. With this in- 
vention, the valve and inflation system is designed to 
allow for full inflation from one inflation valve and by 
maximising the size of the aperture so quick inflation and 
deflation of the mattress can be achieved. 

[0033] Accordingly, in one embodiment, the internal 
construction of the Inflatable bed is such that there is full 



communication between all internal sections 31 as 
shown in Figure 4B, and also with the integral pillow sec- 
tion 27 and the rest of the mattress. The valve preferably 
has a large entrance diameter, in excess of 1 5mm and 
5 most probably around 25mm. Whilst allowing for swift 
inflation, either with a manual pump or an electric pump, 
it also allows for swift deflation, as all the chambers de- 
flate through this large exit orifice. Typically when de- 
flating, the sheet material and mattress are rolled as one 
10 towards the opened valve 24 thus allowing the collaps- 
ing of the entire bed in seconds. 

[0034] With the inflatable mattress retained in the cav- 
ity defined by the sheet material when stored the sub- 
sequent reuse of the sleeping means becomes much 
15 simpler thereafter. 

[0035] Alternatively, the mattress can of course be 
simply inserted into the cavity in a deflated or inflated 
state every time it is required to be used. 

[0036] The sleeping means as described therefore al- 
lows the person to be fully enclosed within the sleeping 
area of the sleeping means and, importantly, ensures 
that even when sleeping and moving around in their 
sleep, the person will not be able to come into direct 
contact with the inflatable mattress and equally, the in- 
flatable mattress will always stay with the bedding ma- 
terial. 

[0037] Figure 5 illustrates a further feature of the in- 
vention whereby in addition to the sleeping means sheet 
material and mattress, a surround 50 is provided around 
the head portion of the sleeping means. This surround 
has two uses, a first being that it provides support for 
the persons head should it fall off the raised pillow potion 
during sleep. Secondly the surround can provide other 
functions such as a drinks holder cavity 52, book holder 
54 and the like. These further functions can be used 
when the person is lying down or alternatively the per- 
son can move to a sitting position using the pillow potion 
and the surround 50 as a back support and then use the 
functions as and when required. 

[0038] In one embodiment the surround is inflatable 
along with the mattress by the provision of interconnect- 
ing ports and via valve 56 or alternatively the surround 
can be an additional feature which may be selectively 
attached to the sleeping means by the user. 

[0039] In one preferred embodiment it is possible to 
alter the shape of the bed by either changing the shape 
of the mattress itself (e.g. by having a rounded end, rath- 
er than a square end) or by adding 3 dimensional ele- 
ments 58 to the sheet material that surrounds it. 

[0040] An example of this is illustrated in Figures 6 
and 7 where It is shown how elements 58 are added to 
the pillow receiving pocket 22 to represent a cat and a 
printed or otherwise applied image 60 on the cover 6 of 
the sleeping means interacts with these additional 3D 
elements to further improve the attractiveness of the 
sleeping means, especially to children. 

[0041] The storage of the sleeping means when in a 
deflated condition is also important in that for the sleep- 
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ing means to be attractive for purchase It is important 
that the same can be stored easily and compactly* Fig- 
ures 6 and 7 illustrate a first method of storage wherein 
the soft plush 3 dimensional pillow receiving portion 22 
is also usable as a storage bag as shown in Figure 6 . 5 

To move from the in use position of Figure 7 to the stor- 
age condition of Figure 6 the deflated mattress and 
sheet material are rolled from the foot end 21 to the pil- 
low end. The pillow receiving potion 22 has an opening, 
not shown, through which the rolled up sleeping means io 
is inserted into the pillow receiving portion. Typically the 
opening has a zip and the provision of a shoulder strap 
allows the same to be easily transportable. To move the 
same to an in use position the opening is unzipped and 
the entire mattress with sheet material then rolled out 15 
and inflated in the normal way. The empty pillow receiv- 
ing portion can then be filled with a standard pillow or 
by the inflation of a suitably formed portion 27 of the mat- 
tress, and the resulting soft shape can then become a 
3D pillow at the end of the bed as shown in Figure 7. 20 

[0042] In an alternative embodiment as shown in Fig- 
ures 8A-E it is possible to store the sleeping means by 
providing an additional portion of sheet material 62 to 
the underside or base 64 of the sleeping means. The 
additional portion 62 has a zip or other selective fasten- 25 
ing means 66 with a zip on 3 sides that can selectively 
be used to secure the portion 62 back to the base 64 as 
is shown. In Figure 8A the sleeping means is shown in 
an in use condition with the same upside down and the 
base 64 uppermost and with the mattress deflated. With 3o 
the selective engagement means 66 released, the mat- 
tress and sheet material are folded towards the addi- 
tional portion 62 in sections as indicated by 68,70 in Fig- 
ures 8A and B. 

[0043] When in this condition the additional portion is 35 
folded around the sheet material and mattress portions 
68,70 as indicated by arrow 72 to reach the position 
shown in Figure 8C. 

[0044] In this position, the zip 66 can be fastened and 
so the storage bag formed as shown in Figures 8D and 4o 
E. A handle 74 can be provided. In order to add to the 
attractiveness of the storage bag the surface 76 of the 
additional portion can have images 78 formed thereon 
as when the bag is formed as shown in Figure 8E this 
surface 76 forms an external surface of the bag. 45 

[0045] The advantage of this embodiment is that an 
effective storage bag with a minimal amount of addition- 
al material is achieved as the back of the bed becomes 
part of the bag. 

[0046] Figure 9 Illustrates a further embodiment of the so 
invention where the sleeping means includes, in addi- 
tion to the mattress and sheet material, an enclosure 80. 

The enclosure can be formed from a frame such as an 
inflatable frame or, as shown, a frame formed from a 
series of resilient members 82. The enclosure can be ss 
provided as a novelty feature for children or, in warm 
climates, it is advantageous to enclose the sleeping ar- 
ea with some sort of mesh envelope 84 so as to exclude 
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mosquitoes or;^ther insects. With this embodiment of 
the invention, it is possible to build in a closed hood sys- 
tem that excludes Insects from the area around the pil- 
low. This hood system can be simply constructed using 
fibreglass rods, or by using a combination of fibreglass 
and spring steel so that the frame is biased to an erected 
enclosure condition when the sleeping means is moved 
from the storage condition. 



Claims 

1. A sleeping means comprising a sheet material en- 
velope having an opening into a cavity defined 
therein for the reception of, and substantial enclo- 
sure therein, of a deformable mattress character- 
ised In that the sleeping means further includes a 
cover section which, in conjunction with the top sur- 
face of the envelope, defines a sleeping area in 
which a person can lie and be supported by the mat- 
tress and the cover portion is movable between a 
first position to substantially enclose the person 
within the sleeping area and a second position to 
allow the person to get into or out of the sleeping 
area of the sleeping means. 

2. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that at least one edge of the cover portion 
is integrally attached to the envelope sheet material 
which defines the cavity for the mattress. 

3. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that part of the remainder of the cover is 
selectively and releasabiy attached to the envelope 
sheet material by any of stud fastenings, loop and 
hook fastenings, zip or other releasable fastening 
means, to retain the cover in the said first position. 

4. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that the deformable mattress is an inflatable 
mattress. 

5. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that the sleeping means includes a pillow 
receiving section to receive a pillow therein. 

6. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that the sleeping means includes a pillow 
receiving section for the reception of part of the in- 
flatable mattress. 

7. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that the sleeping means includes a pillow 
receiving section which, when said sleeping means 
is not in use for a person to sleep therein, is usable 
as a storage means so that the mattress and re- 
maining sheet material is moved into the pillow re- 
ceiving section for storage therein. 
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8. A sleeping means acxx)rding to claim 1 character- 
ised In that the sleeping means includes a pillow 
receiving section which is provided with at least one 
the dimensional shape attached thereto to depict a 
character, animal or shape. 

9- A sleeping means according to claim 8 character- 
ised In that the cover portion of the sleeping means 
includes an image thereon which is linked to the 
character, animal or shape depicted by the pillow 
receiving section. 

10. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised in that the cover portion of the sleeping means 
includes filling material and/or insulating material to 
add warmth to the sleeping area. 

11. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that an additional portion of sheet material 
is provided with at least one part permanently fixed 
to the sleeping means and at least some of the re- 
maining edges of the said additional portion selec- 
tively engageable with the sheet material. 

12. A sleeping means according to claim 11 character- 
ised In that the said additional portion, when wholly 
engaged with the sleeping means forms a storage 
pocket into which the remainder of the sleeping 
means can be inserted and stored when not in use. 

1 3. A sleeping means according to claim 1 1 character- 
ised In that the said additional portion is attached 
to the underside of the sleeping means. 

14. A sleeping means according to claim 1 1 character- 
ised In that a surface of the additional portion fac- 
ing the underside of the sleeping means when In 
the in use condition forms an outer surface of the 
sleeping means when in the storage condition. 

15. A sleeping means according to claim 1 4 character- 
ised In that the said surface includes an image ap- 
plied thereto and said image, when the sleeping 
means is moved to the storage condition, is exter- 
nally viewable. 

16. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that an inflatable surround is provided 
around part or all of the sheet material. 

17. A sleeping means according to claim 1 6 character- 
ised In that the inflatable structure is connectable 
to the mattress to allow inflation of the structure and 
mattress via a single inlet valve. 

18. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that the sleeping means includes an enclo- 
sure structure over at least a portion of the sleeping 



means. 

19. A sleeping means according to claim IScharacter- 
ised In that the enclosure incorporates a frame 
over which sheet material is placed to form the en- 
closure. 

20. A sleeping means according to claim 1 9 wherein the 
frame is formed of a series of inflatable members 
which can be selectively Inflated to form the enclo- 
sure. 

21. A sleeping means according to claim 19character- 
Ised In that the frame is formed of a resilient mem- 
ber or members which are biased towards an erect- 
ed condition for the enclosure. 

22. A sleeping means according to 19 characterised 
In that the said resilient members are stored in a 
coiled condition and, when released, move to an 
erected condition whereupon the same can be at- 
tached to the sleeping means. 

23. A sleeping means according to claim 1 character- 
ised In that the deformable mattress is an inflatable 
mattress and is inflated and deflated via a single 
valve inlet/outlet. 

24. A sleeping means according to claim 23 character- 
ised In that the value inlet/outlet is located at the 
pillow end of the sleeping means. 
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